
Figure 1-1.  Location of Onondaga Lake
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Figure 1-2.  Onondaga Lake Area Tributaries and Roads   
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Figure 1-3.  Locations of Honeywell Former Facilities and Referenced Disposal Areas near
Onondaga Lake
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Figure 1-5.  Significant Events in the History of Onondaga Lake

1653 - Simon LeMoyne visits Onondaga Lake

1786 - Ephraim Webster establishes trading
          post at the mouth of Onondaga Creek

1794 - Salt manufacturing begins

1817 - Population of Onondaga Lake area reaches 30,000 1822 - Lake level lowered to elevation of Seneca River
during construction of barge canal

1848 - Population of Onondaga Lake area reaches 60,000

1884 - Solvay Process Company begins production of
soda ash

1900 - Population of Onondaga Lake area reaches 160,000  1901 - Ice harvesting prohibited because of sewage 
contamination

Prior to 1947 - Honeywell adds mercury cell to 
       Willis Avenue chlor-alkali plant

1918 - Honeywell begins production of chlorine and
chlorinated benzenes

1953 - Honeywell opens mercury cell chlor-alkali plant at
Bridge Street 1960 - Metro sewage treatment plant built

1970 - Fishing banned in Onondaga Lake because of
mercury contamination

1970 - Honeywell reduces plant effluent mercury loading
from 21 to 1 lbs per day as stipulated in an August
1970 consent order

1970 - Honeywell closes BTX plant

1974 - Honeywell receives SPDES permit with total
allowable loading of mercury to the lake set at
1.38 lbs per day

1977 - Honeywell closes Willis Avenue chlor-alkali plant and
further reduces Bridge Street chlor-alkali process
waste mercury loading to 0.028 lbs per day

1979 - Honeywell sells Bridge Street chlor-alkali plant to
LCP

1981 - Solvay settling basin overflow directed to Metro
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1985 - Phase I of the Onondaga County Combined Sewer
Overflow abatement program completed

1989  - State files Onondaga Lake suit against Honeywell

1988 - LCP closes Bridge Street chlor-alkali plant

1977 - Honeywell closes chlorinated benzene plant

1896 - City of Syracuse installs combined sanitary and
stormwater sewers that discharge untreated waste
to Onondaga Creek and Harbor Brook

1917 - Honeywell begins production of benzene, toluene,
and other compounds from distillation of coal

1918 - Honeywell opens Willis Avenue chlor-alkali plant 
(non-mercury cell)

1925 - City of Syracuse begins sewage treatment

1990 - Phase II of the Onondaga County combined sewer
overflow abatement program completed

2000

1992 - AlliedSignal signs consent decree for Onondaga
Lake RI/FS

1998 - AlliedSignal and NYSDEC sign amended consent
decree for Onondaga Lake RI/FS

1999 - Fishing advisory amended to restricted consumption

1938 - Disposal of Honeywell waste into Onondaga Lake
ongoing in the vicinity of Wastebed B

1986 - Catch and release fishing allowed in Onondaga Lake

1986 - Honeywell closes soda ash manufacturing
operations

Source:  Modified from Exponent, 2001c



Figure 1-6.  Periods of Production and Production Milestones for Major Product
Lines at the Syracuse Works

Note:  TPY = tons per year
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Figure 1-7.  Historical Locations of Solvay Wastebeds

Source:  Blasland & Bouck (1989)
Modified from Exponent, 2001c
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